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The case of General Paul Harkins
is a disiressing one. A campaign is
building up in press reports to re-
move him as thc senior United
States military officer in South
Vietnam. The Pentagon has cor-
rectly analyzed the assault and has
its back up. General Harkins wili
remain in Saigon, it is tartly an-
nounced, beyond his end-of-mis-
sion date next Fcbruary and be-
yond his scheduled retirement next
June.

There is the smell of battle in
the air.

Some of the conflict is now old
business. General Harkins was re-
porting to Washington and sctting
policy independentlv of Ambassa-
dor Lodge. This is a continuing
‘weakness in Amcrican operations
abroad. The various power systems.

“in Washington—cspeciully Defense.
":"State, and CIA—have often pro-
*jected their individual authority di-
rectly into countries like Victnam
“and worked contrary to one an-
“other. Congress has often abetted
‘this system by playing one execu-
tive department off against an-
‘other, for reasons of its own, with-
wout fully grasping the conse-
gquences..
‘It now seems that I4r. Lodge has
" J'rended this dual authe:sty. General
-}, Harkins will not be cvt off from the
‘Pentagon but policy fp Saigon will
be unified. This is goed.

‘But the conflict nov} rages on an-
other front. Geneml ‘Harkins is

w:th the Diem regime.:\
Vietnamese genergls, ;
iro} of the goverm’fhen
feel he will be dut i 3}
with the aims of the nef! ‘regime,

This does not get togﬂhe “1'
the matter. ..

General Harking is § ‘traditional
Amcrican soldier.:He "fﬁlas trained
scrupulously to stay out of politics,

and to work with! constituted au-
.tharity, in the best American tra-
dition. g

But in Vietnam the United States
is involved in a new'kind of war.
Modern guerrilla® operations re-
quire the commanding general and
his staff. right down 1p the village
level, to concern themselves  as
much with politicgl wii‘faré as with
military. Sometimes fhore. This is
hard for civiliansjto prasp ‘but hés
d in_the col-

technical fact. }
General Hark' A _'

vidual. The Pen‘“,’go‘ 5

too. T g ; »

But the United Stafés miust’ stand
with the new geherk in‘*Saigon
who obviously dg' u gerstand the
large political con@poﬁent bf guer-
rilla war, ¥
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